
 

Our performance, your guarantee

Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA) is the largest commercial helicopter operator in the Middle East, 
operating & owning 62 aircraft including 48 helicopters (16 AW139, 22 Bell 412, 12 Bell 212, 
1 EC135) & 7 Fixed wing (Q400,Q300,Q200). The company employs over 1000 personnel 
including over 130 pilots & 250 engineers & technicians.

ADA`s core clients are the large oil & gas 
companies in the GCC, providing off & on shore 
helicopter transport services since 1976. ADA are 
also offering Helicopter Emergency Medical 
Services (HEMS) for patient transport. In addition 
to this core capability ADA have developed their 
expertise into offering all kinds of helicopter 
services from filming, to aerial work, to lifting loads 
as well as VIP & Executive helicopter transport. 
ADA can offer almost any service for helicopters. 
ADA`s extensive Maintenance & Engineering 
MRO capability has also become a leading service 
in the region.

The fixed wing services have also expanded over 
the years with ADA offering regional turbo 
propeller air transport for oil & gas companies as 
well as other companies needing to mobilize 
people from airports to airports or airstrips as well 
as to regional airlines. 

With ADA`s capabilities & fleet growing over the 
years the services have developed from an 
operator to an MRO & lessor of aircraft & aviation 
services. ADA Offer's customers aircraft on dry 
lease, wet lease & other lease services where ADA 
experts can assist new or established operators 
with the expertise required to operate & maintain 
helicopters & fixed wing aircraft. This added value 
capability has meant that ADA has successfully 
broken into the lease market worldwide offering 
turnkey solutions as required.

ADA believe in strategically expanding business 
both domestically & internationally into other 
related aviation markets. ADA is a 50 percent 
equity holder of Royal Jet, a leading VIP & 
Executive jet company based in Abu Dhabi, which 
operates the largest independently owned of 
Boeing Business Jets in the world. ADA also 
acquired Maximus Air Cargo, a leading UAE cargo 
operator as well as creating Abu Dhabi Aviation 
Training Centre a leading aviation simulator & 
training center for type rating & recurrent pilot 
training on both fixed & rotary wing aircraft. ADA 
Millennium offer bespoke aviation consultancy 
services from start up to restructuring as well as 
aircraft inspections.

While Abu Dhabi remains the base of operations 
for ADA, they have expanded internationally to 
ensure the very best service for the customers.

This has included creation of ADA`s company in 
West Africa & ADA`s sister company in Cyprus, 
Synesis Aviation. This enables ADA to offer our 
services to important customers, using the 
required local content & local capability applicable 
to where the operation is based, whether it’s a 
major oil & gas company needing off shore 
operations or a hospital needing HEMS. Today 
ADA lease & operate aircraft worldwide in many 
continents. 

ADA are ready & capable to offer customers with 
the service they need from aircraft leasing to 
aircraft operations or even something much more. 
ADA are truly now a UAE Champion on a 
World Stage.
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1976 ADA Formed under Amiri Decree to provide 
 air service. Support to the developing offshore 
 oil industry

1982 Transfer to full public status. Shareholding split  
 between Government (30%)  and 
 Public Shareholders (70%)

1991 Commenced Fixed Wing Operations

1997 Commenced Fire Fighting Operations in Spain

2000 Opened new facility at Abu Dhabi 
 International Airport

2008 ADA acquires Maximus Air

2010 Operating over 60 aircraft in 12 different countries  
 worldwide

2011 Agusta Westland Aviation Services LLC, a joint  
 venture  with Abu Dhabi Aviation,  created a  
 leading Helicopter MRO.

2017 Abu Dhabi Aviation training center was established  
 with 2 full motion Helicopter Simulator 
 (AW139/Bell 412)

 Bell Helicopter, a Textron company, appointed  
 Abu Dhabi Aviation as an authorised Bell   
 Helicopter customer service facility

2018 ADA receives International Aviation Safety 
 Recognition IS-BAO Stage 2 Certification   
 (International Standard for Business 
 Aircraft Operations)

Our history, your future

Total group assets in excess of 1 Billion USD

Over 1 million helicopter flight hours

Over 55,000 hours on Bombardier DHC 8

ADA’s achievements

“ADA’s core values have 
remained unchanged
since 1976.

These guiding values have 
allowed ADA to successfully 
serve customers for over
42 years.”
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Our MRO capabilities, your support

ADA provides 
state-of-the-art techni-
cal support to all types 
of maintenance require-
ments. We have a 
sophisticated mainte-
nance facility located at 
the Abu Dhabi Interna-
tional Airport that 
provides the additional 
capacity and equip-
ment to conduct both 
internal and third party 
maintenance on rotary 
and fixed wing aircraft 
including: major over-
hauls, heavy mainte-
nance, aircraft modifica-
tion, refurbishment and 
repainting.

Our Capability listing is approved by:

GCAA (UAE), Maintenance

FAA (USA), Maintenance

EASA (Europe), Maintenance

GACA (Saudi Arabia), 
Maintenance

CARC (Jordan), Maintenance

CAACI (Cayman Island), 
Maintenance
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Abu Dhabi Aviaton
Training Center (ADATC) LLC

Regular training is the backbone of any progressive organisation. At ADA, we like to take 
it a step ahead. ADA conducts training programmes on several levels, not only for 
supporting internal needs but also for customers who are interested in getting the best 
available aviation training in the market.

Abu Dhabi Aviation has constructed fully functional, state of the art building, to facilitate 
Flight Simulator Training. This Training Center will serve training requirements of all of 
its Clients in the UAE and MENA region. This facility is also set to develop to an 
International hub for Helicopter and Fixed wing training for type ratings on different 
aircraft. The manufacturers could utilize this opportunity to recommend to their clients 
for their training requirements. Clients in the Middle East could reduce the cost of 
approaching other European facilities. The Fixed Wing Simulators which will commence 
operation in Phase II in October 2017.



The Q400 NextGen aircraft is the most technologically 
advanced, largest, fastest, quietest and most comfortable regional 
turboprop in the world.

Airlines everywhere are today enjoying the full profit potential of 
the advanced capabilities of this high-performance, high-profit 
alternative to a jet, and the optimized aircraft for short-haul 
operations in the 70- to 86-seat segment.

Technology

The cockpit of the Q400 NextGen aircraft is fitted with an 
advanced avionics suite from Thales. With less weight and fewer 
parts, the 5-screen LCD cockpit offers pilots enhanced situational 
awareness and flexibility than older technology avionics.

The Q400 aircraft’s avionics suite also features a centralized 
diagnostic system to help pilots and mechanics quickly resolve 
problems. The modular design makes the system easy to 
upgrade and add optional equipment and capabilities like:

• 

• 

• 

• 

Thales V810 with five-screen EFIS/EICAS

UNS-1E FMS dual

Traffic alert & collision avoidance system (TCAS) v7.1

Capabilities: Coupled VNAV+, SBAS/WAAS LPV+,
RNP AR+, ADS-B Out+, EGPWS, ACARS+, HGS+, 
MicroQAR+, Class 2 EFB

Advanced flight deck
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Proprietary coolness
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AW139 Long Nose Enhanced
The AW139 is the market-leading intermediate 
twin-engine helicopter. Ideally suited to demanding 
Offshore missions, with superior speed, range and 
single engine capability together with excellent 
handling characteristics. 

Superior performance and safety margins are 
provided by two Pratt & Whitney turbine engines, 
providing the helicopter with an unmatched 
power to weight ratio.

The AW139’s new generation main rotor system 
provides a cruise flight speed of up to 309 km/h 
(167 kt) at all weights even in demanding hot and 
high conditions.

Maximum speed

Cruising speed

Range

Endurance

Service ceiling

Rate of climb

310 km/h (193 mph)

306 km/h (191 mph)

1,250 km (675 miles)

5 hours 56 min

6,096 m (20,000 ft)

10.9 m/s (2,140 ft/min)

Performance

Technology and power



 

Recognized for safety
Abu Dhabi Aviation upholds several awards and world-acclaimed Safety recognition. 

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD FOR 
BUSINESS AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS 
(IS-BAO) ACCREDITATION

In 2016, Abu Dhabi Aviation received the 
internationally-recognized and world-acclaimed 
accolade from the International Business Aviation 
Council (IBAC) for achieving Stage 1 Certification on the 
International Standard for Business Aircraft Operations 
(IS-BAO).  In June 2018, Abu Dhabi Aviation successfully 
advanced to IS-BAO stage 2 Certification. Awarded by 
IBAC, this recognition validates the relentless 
commitment and strong leadership that the Company is 
taking to maintain and exceed the highest international 
standards for safety and efficiency, and to achieve high 
levels of professionalism in the aviation industry.

IS-BAO is a code of standards and best practices 
designed to assist and evaluate operators worldwide. 
Stage 2 Certification is an upgrade to the initial Stage 1 
Award, and verifies achievement of safety standard 
milestones. Abu Dhabi Aviation is the only helicopter 
operator in the UAE that currently holds this prestigious 
distinction. Constantly pursuing excellence and 
dedication to Safety, this honor demonstrates the 
leading role that the Company plays among the elite 
aviation operators not only in the Middle East but in the 
world. It also provides peace of mind for the numerous 
stakeholders who trust Abu Dhabi Aviation for ensuring 
the safety of their passengers and assets, whether 
offshore, HEMS, VVIP or maintenance support.

Based in Montreal, Canada, IBAC is an international, 
non-profit and non-governmental trade association that 
represents, promotes, and protects the interests of 
business aviation. IBAC was founded in 1981, and is an 
official observer organization at the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO). IS-BAO is the industry 
standard for business aviation safety and is globally 
recognized as a standard of excellence.

BELL TEXTRON AWARDS

In 2016, Bell Textron recognized Abu Dhabi Aviation for 
reaching the major milestone of 1 Million Flight Hours of  
successfully operating Bell Helicopters. In December 
2017, following a stringent evaluation, Bell Helicopters 
appointed Abu Dhabi Aviation as an authorized Bell 
Helicopter Abu Dhabi Aviation as an authorized Bell 
Helicopter Customer Service Facility (CSF) for Bell 412 
and Bell 212 aircraft to support continued customer 
growth in the Middle East.  This approval was a 
recognition of the Company’s outstanding capabilities in 
delivering the highest levels of technical support to Bell 
aircraft.

At the Helicopter Association International (HAI) 
Convention 2006 in Texas, USA, the Association present-
ed the prestigious Platinum Program of Safety 
Award to Abu Dhabi Aviation. This Award is only 
presented to those organizations that adhere to 
auditable criteria and that demonstrate a commitment to 
a higher standard of safety through the adoption of 
industry best practices. Abu Dhabi Aviation has been 
presented with the HAI Safety Award again in 2014 for 
implementing industry-leading Safety Management 
System to ensure an accident-free aviation operation.

HELICOPTER ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL (HAI) PLATINUM 
PROGRAM OF SAFETY AWARD 
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